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Dear ____,

Thanks for submitting. We read your story
carefully, but unfortunately we have decided not
to publish it. 

We apologize for the delay in responding, and we
appreciate your interest in Bound Off.

Ann Rushton and Kelly Shriver
Editors
Bound Off

Do Not Copy

Thank you for thinking of me, ____,
but ____ doesn't sound like my type of book at
all -- I'm far more interested in commercial
fiction. Since I'm obviously not the right agent for
you, I'm going to pass, but urge you to keep trying
elsewhere, as another agent may find your book
just his cup of tea.

Best of luck elsewhere.

Ann Collette
Associate
Helen Rees Literary Agency



Sorry but I am just too overcommitted to
take on new clients.

R. Balkin
Balkin Agency, Inc.

Do Not Copy
Dear Author:
Thank you so much for sending the Nelson Literary Agency your
query. We’d like to apologize for the impersonal nature of this
standard rejection letter. Rest assured that we do read every
query letter carefully and, unfortunately, this project is not
right for us.  Because this business is so subjective and opinions
vary widely, we recommend that you pursue other agents. After
all, it just takes one "yes" to find the right match.  

Good luck with all your publishing endeavors.

Sincerely,
Kristin Nelson
Sara Megibow
Nelson Literary Agency
www.nelsonagency.com

http://www.nelsonagency.com/


No thanks.

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

Do Not Copy

not for me, sorry.



Thank you for giving us the opportunity to consider your recent
submission. Unfortunately we cannot offer representation.

Because of the large number of submissions, we are forced to
be extremely selective when considering new material. We
encounter many talented writers and interesting projects than
we can represent, so we carefully guard our time to serve
most effectively our small number of clients.

Everyone's taste and judgment are subjective and others may
feel differently, so we encourage you to contact other
agencies. We wish you the best of luck in finding great success
with your work.

Regards,

Ted Weinstein Literary Management
www.twliterary.com

Do Not Copy
I am no longer accepting queries or submissions.

Alana

Alana Lennie
Lennie Literary Agency & Authors Attorney

http://www.twliterary.com


Dear ____,

Thank you for sending us your query. We are unable to
ask to see more of your work as we can only review
and take on a few new projects each year. We wish
you all the best and thank you for thinking of us.

WALES LITERARY AGENCY, Inc.

Do Not Copy

Hi ____,

Please excuse my tardiness in responding to
your manuscript - the better ones take the
longest. I enjoyed reading ____, but I don't
feel I can offer representation at this
time. The marketplace is more selective than
ever and I must keep a modest list.  

Keep going with it! I wish you the best of
luck.

Coridally,

Kimberley



Many thanks for writing. This is an interesting idea for a
book, and there's a lot to like about your approach. But
I'm afraid that in the end I just didn't come away from
this quite fully convinced it was something I'd be able to
represent successfully. I'm sorry not to be more positive,
but thanks nonetheless for giving me chance to review it.

Best,

Farley Chase

Do Not Copy
Thank you so much for writing me about your
project. I read and consider each query carefully
and while yours is not exactly what I am looking
for, I would certainly encourage you to keep
trying. I know your work is important to you and I
am grateful that you wrote to me.
All best,

Jenny
The Bent Agency



Dear ____,
Thank you very much for your query, but we are not
the right agency for this project. Best of luck
elsewhere.

Sincerely,
Carol Mann Agency

Do Not Copy

Dear ____:

I have now had a chance to read the 2
chapters from your book and am very sorry
to report that ____ is just not my
particular taste. As I know you know, all
reactions to fiction are perforce personal
and thus biased, so I hope you'll connect with
the right agent soon.

Thank you for your patience. I wish you
success with your wriring,

Edite Kroll

EDITE KROLL LITERARY AGENCY INC



Thanks for the query, but this is not right for me.
Good luck with your search,
Linda Roghaar

Linda Roghaar Literary Agency

Do Not Copy
If you're reading this form reply from Robin Mizell Ltd., chances
are you haven't seen the agency's website, which provides up-
to-date query guidelines.

I am not currently accepting queries from prospective clients. If
you and your work are what I typically look for, then your query
will be welcomed during the month of June 2010. Only queries
received during the June 2010 annual "submission period" will be
considered. Unfortunately, any correspondence from writers
seeking representation who do not already have my attention
will be discarded unanswered if received during any month
other than June.

In the meantime, WordHustler, AuthorAdvance, QueryTracker,
Agent Query, the Association of Authors’ Representatives, and
the Guide to Literary Agents Editor’s Blog are just a few of
the free online resources available to writers who are looking
for literary agents. Good luck in your search for an agent who
can be a good advocate for your work.

Sincerely,Robin

Robin Mizell Ltd., Literary Representation1

http://www.robinmizell.com/guidelines.html
http://www.robinmizell.com/guidelines.html


I like what you are doing and it's important, but I
specialize in the Christian market so this isn't quite
right for me. I'm sorry!

Blessings,
Tamela

Tamela Hancock Murray, Agent
Hartline Literary Agency

Do Not Copy

Dear ____,
Thank you for querying me about your manuscript,
____. I've read your sample pages and I'm sorry to say
that the project just isn't a perfect fit with my
current needs. This has less to do with your strengths
as a writer and more to do with my goals as an
agent and the trends of the current literary
marketplace.
I wish you the best of luck in your search for the
right agent and publisher. Keep writing!
Kindest Regards,
Danielle Chiotti
Upstart Crow Literary



Thank you very much for thinking of me and Folio
Literary Management for representation. Due to the
large volume of submissions that I receive, it is
impossible for me to answer every query individually,
however I assure you that your material was
carefully evaluated. After consideration, I regret to
say that your project is not right for my list at
this time. As you know, this is a subjective business
and another reader may feel differently. To that
end I wish you the best in finding enthusiastic
representation.

Best,
Michelle Brower

Do Not Copy
Hi ____,
Thank you for further clarification with the plot for this manuscript. Your
characters are unique and well developed. Good job. Sapphire Blue Publishing
(SBP) does publish all genre’s and look forward to all the wonderful submissions,
such as yours.  However, some issues exist, which are as follows:

The plot has no tension. Most of the scenes have back-story dumps for
the characters, which isn’t necessary. The important parts that you
want the readers to know about the characters may be sprinkled
sparingly throughout the story. What about this plot pushes the
protagonist forward. Manuscripts have both external conflict and
internal conflict. The story needs to begin where they collide. The
protagonists internal conflict is not a plot. Page 20 has some tension
and draws you in, but then it’s lost.
What are the external conflicts that the point-of-view (pov)
characters react to? What is pushing and pulling the pov characters
a part or toward a goal? It can’t be their like/dislike for each other
or misunderstandings or her wanting to lose her past. The external
conflict should set the pov characters against each other, should
stretch the pov characters to their limits, and then the stakes need
to be made worse. What or Who is the big hairy problem or antagonist
that the characters react too?  
The manuscript has some mechanical problems – passive voice/telling
instead of showing, lack of descriptions and no emotions.

SBP would like for you to resubmit this work after these areas are enhanced or
another manuscript. We’re looking forward to hearing from you. If you have any
questions, don’t hesitate in contacting us at submission@sapphirebluepublishing.com

Regards Tiffany, Tiffany Nickzara, Executive Assistant, Sapphire Blue Publishing2



Thank you for giving us the opportunity to consider your recent
submission. Unfortunately we cannot offer representation.

Because of the large number of submissions, we are forced to be
extremely selective when considering new material. We encounter many
more talented writers and interesting projects than we can represent,
so we carefully guard our time to serve most effectively our small
number of clients.

Everyone's taste and judgment are subjective and others may feel
differently, so we encourage you to contact other agencies. We wish
you the best of luck in finding great success with your work.

Regards,

Ted Weinstein Literary Management
www.twliterary.com

Do Not Copy

Dear Author:

Based on your email query we have decided
not to pursue representation. We thank you
for contacting us and we wish you success in
finding a publisher for your work.
Cordially,
Schiavone Literary Agency, Inc.
www.publishersmarketplace.com/members/prof-
schia/

http://www.publishersmarketplace.com/members/profschia
http://www.publishersmarketplace.com/members/profschia
http://www.twliterary.com/


Thank you for your query. I didn’t make the
connection with your letter that I would need to
request sample material, but please keep in mind
that another agent may feel differently. I wish you
the best of luck in placing your work.

Sincerely,
Emmanuelle Alspaugh

Do Not Copy
Sorry ____, but this agency's been defunct for
several years now. Isn't the name "Kyndyl" sort of
exotic for the Mary Higgins Clark Market? Good
luck!/hc3



Not for me-thanks anyway.

Do Not Copy

Dear Author:

Thanks so much for letting us take a look at your
materials and please forgive us for responding with a
form letter. The volume of submissions we receive, however,
makes it impossible to correspond with everyone personally.

Unfortunately, the project you describe does not suit our
list at this time. We wish you the best of luck in finding
an agent and publisher for your work and we thank you,
once again, for letting us consider your materials.

Sincerely,

Dystel & Goderich Literary Management



Thank you for giving me the opportunity to review your
work

Unfortunately I do not feel strongly enough about your
work to represent it effectively. Initially this may be very
disappointing to you. But remember this is just my
subjective opinion. Another agent could feel differently.
Let me reassure you that having an agen who is totally
behind your work is critical when trying to become a
successful author.

Best of luck with your writing career.

Sincerely yours,

Pattie Steele-Perkins 

Steele-Perkins Literary Agency

Do Not Copy
Dear ____:

This doesn’t sound right for me, but I thank you
for your query and wish you the best of luck.

Sincerely,
Gail Fortune  



Dear ____,

Thank you very much for sending us some of your
ideas to consider. However, we don't feel that this is
something that we could represent effectively for
you. We are a small agency and whilst we read
everything that is sent to us, we take on very few
authors.      

With kind regards,

Sydney Bristow

The Susijn Agency Ltd
Do Not Copy

Dear ____,

Thank you very much for your query, but we
are not the right agency for this project.
Best of luck elsewhere.

Sincerely,
Carol Mann Agency



____,

Thank you for your recent submissions to damselfly
press. We are unable to place your work in our
journal, but wish you the best of luck. 

Sincerely,

Jennifer Taylor 
Fiction editor, damselfly press

Do Not Copy
Sorry, I've decided to pass on your work. I
receive 5,000+ submissions and queries every
year; I can accept only a few new projects.
Unfortunately I'm unable to provide specific
comments because of the number of
submissions I receive.

I suggest checking the agent and publisher
listings in JEFF HERMAN'S GUIDE TO BOOK
PUBLISHERS, EDITORS AND LITERARY AGENTS.
This reference book is published annually.

Best of luck with your work.

Alison Picard



____:

Thanks for sending this our way, but we are going to
pass. While there are some solid elements here, it is
not quite a match with our current aesthetic. Thanks
for the read though, and please do keep us in mind
for others.

Best,

J. A. Tyler

Do Not Copy

Thanks for your query. Unfortunately, I do not
feel that I could be the best advocate for
your work. Please keep in mind that mine is a
subjective business, and an idea or story to
which one agent does not respond may well be
met with great enthusiasm by another, and I
encourage you to continue writing to agents.
Hopefully you will find someone who will get
behind you and your work with the conviction
necessary in the current market.
Best wishes.

Sincerely,

William Clark
WM CLARK ASSOCIATES



Dear ____:

Thank you very much for your book query; I appreciated your
being in touch.

Books along these lines don't fall among my current
interests, but I encourage you to continue seeking
representation. Every agent has a different set of
specialties and interests, and another may very well be
interested in working with you on this project.

Thank you, again, for giving me a chance to consider your
idea.

Sincerely,

Robert Shepard

Do Not Copy
Dear ___, 

Thank you for sending us ____. We appreciate
the chance to read it. Unfortunately, the piece
is not for us. 

Thanks again. Best of luck with this. 
Sincerely, 
Laura Pegram 
Kweli Journal 



Dear ____,

Thank you for submitting your story ____ to The Drum. We
appreciate your interest in the magazine, but regret that
we felt the piece was not quite right for us. We wish you
the best of luck with your future work.

Regards,

Henriette Lazaridis Power

Henriette Lazaridis Power
Editor
www.drumlitmag.com

Do Not Copy

Dear ____

Thank you for thinking of Illinois but I am afraid
that because you book has already been
published we will not be able to consider. Even
self-published books have a way of eroding the
market for subsequent editions of a book.4

http://www.drumlitmag.com/


Dear ____,

Thank you for submitting ____ to Serendipity Literary Agency. While we
really like the concept of your book, we’re afraid that we will not be able
to offer you representation with our agency at this time.  

Due to the number of submissions we receive, our agency is often not able
to take on all clients who merit publication. While we believe that your
ideas might have market appeal, we are not convinced that we could
represent it successfully at this time.

We encourage you to continue to develop your work and we wish you the
best of luck in all your writing endeavors. If, in the future, you wish to
submit a new query, proposal, synopsis, or full-length manuscript, please
feel free to do so.  

Best,

Foladé Bell
Agent, Serendipity Lit5

Do Not Copy
Dear ____,

Thanks for your submission. Unfortunately I will
not be using your work in The Oral Tradition.
Please submit again in the future, and good
luck in your future endeavors!

Sincerely,

Teilo Moore
Editor, The Oral Tradition



Thank you very much for providing us with the chance
to read your novel. We are sorry to say that at this
time we don’t feel it is right for the Harper Voyager
list. Due to the volume of submissions we were fortunate
enough to receive, we are unable to provide personal
feedback, however, please be assured that your work
received thorough and fair consideration. We wish you
the best of luck with your writing career, and thank you
again for thinking of us.

Do Not Copy

Dear ____,

Thank you for submitting ____ to Carina Press, and for
your patience while the acquisitions team reviewed your full
manuscript.

Unfortunately, after careful consideration of your
manuscript, we have determined that it does not fit our
needs.

Though we aren’t able to accept this manuscript, it is
always possible that future manuscripts may find a home
with us, and we hope you’ll consider us for future
submissions. Additionally, please remember that publishing is
quite subjective, and what doesn’t work for one publisher
may work for another so we wish you the best of luck in
placing this manuscript elsewhere.

Thank you for your interest in working with Carina Press.

Angela James
Executive Editor, Carina Press



Dear ____,

Thank you for your submission to Ink Smith Publishing. We
have reviewed your work and we have decided that we
can’t publish your novel at this time. While we enjoyed your
work, we don’t think we have the resources to make this
book the success it should be. 
I did enjoy the story, but I feel that with the three
different sub plots the story could be confusing to readers.
I would love to see this broken into perhaps three novellas
following the story of each individual or the entire novel
shortened. I hope you continue working on this story it does
have great potential. 

Sincerely,
Ashley Howie
Co-Owner of Ink Smith Publishing6

Do Not Copy
Hi ____,

Thanks for your submission. It contains some
interesting/compelling sentiment, but it falls into the
common essay trap of being overly self-focused--and in
that sense does it feel more like a blog post than a
publishable piece of creative fiction.

We do appreciate the read. I hope this won't
discourage you from sending more of your writing to us
in the future.

Thanks,
Matt



Dear ____, 

Thank you for considering Haunted Waters Press. We
appreciate the opportunity to read ____. Unfortunately,
From the Depths is not the right showcase for this piece.
With regret, I'm afraid we must pass, but would be happy to
review any of your future work. 

Thank you again. 

Best regards, 
Susan Warren Utley 
Editor, Haunted Waters Press 

Do Not Copy

Hey ____,

So I think you have an interesting story to
tell, but this piece isn't really a STORY so
much as an explanation of how you met
people like you, which isn't all that different
from how anyone meets anyone these days. I
would suggest you think a little bit more
about what makes your story different -- for
that matter, what is your story? I want the
peculiar dilemmas and the painful
embarrassments and the harsh truths of
being a blerd girl. This one didn't do it for me,
sorry. But I suspect you have an original tale
in there somewhere.7



Dear ____

Thanks for thinking of Podcastle, but I'm afraid ____
doesn't suit our needs.

Best of luck with your work.

Ann Leckie
Associate Editor

Do Not Copy
____,
Thank you very much for your interest in
writing for Silk Words. Unfortunately we do
not feel your writing style best fits with
what we are looking for at this time; we will
keep your contact information and writing
sample on file and notify you if we find a
place for you in the future. Thank you again
and keep writing!

Lindsay Belle Chambers
SilkWords

Lindsay Belle ChambersLindsay Belle ChambersLindsay Belle Chambers
President of Operations



Dear ____,

Thank you for resubmitting your work to us. We had a
chance to review it again. While we enjoyed the story
once more, we don't think it is the best fit for our
company. I wish you the best in your future writing
endeavors.

Sincerely,

Ashley Howie
Co-Owner of Ink Smith Publishing

Do Not Copy

Dear ____, 

Thank you for your query. We apologize for the delay in
responding; our open submissions exceeded our
expectations and kept us very busy! Thanks for your
patience.

After much consideration, we are sorry to say we
aren't the best fit for your work. As you know publishing
is subjective, and we believe that every book has a
home. We know you will find the best home for you and
your work. 

We do hope you consider us in the future, and wish you
the best in all your endeavors.  

Best, 
SHP Editorial Team



Dear ____, 

Thank you for your patience while we considered your submission. We
appreciated the chance to read ____, but unfortunately this piece was
not right for A Public Space. We wish you the best of luck placing this
work elsewhere and are sorry to disappoint you on this occasion. 

If you're not already a reader of A Public Space, you can keep up to date
with us by visiting your local bookstore to find our latest issue, visiting us
online at www.apublicspace.org, finding us on Facebook, or following us on
Twitter @APublicSpace. 

Thank you for thinking of A Public Space for your work. 

With very best wishes, 
A Public Space 

Do Not Copy
Dear ____, 

You know I love your stuff, but I'm going to have
to pass on this one, mostly because of its
similarities to the last piece I took (the
experience of academia). However, I would love
to see another piece about Afrofuturism from
you, or even a rewrite of this piece that
extended the Afrofuturism part. I can definitely
see this piece being accepted elsewhere as is,
and that would be great, but don't forget
about me! 

Love, 
Sofia

http://www.apublicspace.org/


Hi ____,

Thanks for your submission. For our series, we only accept proposals
based on a specific performer, tv show, film, etc,, rather than ones that
are genre-based. I also think you have much more in this proposal than
you could fit in a 20,000-40,000 word book. You could resubmit based on a
specific proposal, if you're inclined.

All best,
Jen

Thanks for sending this along -- I'm afraid it's just not a topic that
resonates with us.

All best,

Jen KnochJen KnochJen Knoch
Editor, ECW Press8

Do Not Copy

Dear ____,

Thank you for your submission; we have decided not to
include it in the Music issue of Crossed Genres. It's an
excellent story and I enjoyed it quite a bit, I do hope
you stay on it and find a good home for it. The
stumbles for me were in the overall flow - it's hard to
wrap my head around such a wide-spanning,
biographical approach in a short story and I got lost in
the time jumps, the overall momentum lagged in the
sheer amount of years covered in such a short space. I
do love the character and themes and how real the
piece feels. Great work overall.

All my best,

Daniel José Older
Crossed Genres9



Dear ____,

Thank you for submitting ____ to Strange
Horizons, but we've decided not to accept it for
publication. This had some interesting ideas in it,
but as a whole the story didn't quite come
together for me.

We appreciate your interest in our magazine.

--Julia

Brit Mandelo, An Owomoyela, and Julia Rios
Fiction Editors, Strange Horizons

Do Not Copy
Dear ____,

Thanks for your submission to Influx Press and many apologies for
the length of time it has taken us to get back to you. 

Unfortunately we didn't feel that your work was quite right for us
at this moment and we're sorry to say we won't be taking it any
further. 

Publishing is subjective and we only have room to publish one of the
books from our submission window. We hope this doesn't discourage
you from continuing to write and hope you will send your work at
other publishing houses who may wish to take it on. 

Kind Regards,

Sanya



Hi ____,

Thanks so much for thoughtful pitch. We're going to
pass on this, but would love to work with you down
the road. Please keep the ideas coming!

Thank you again and have a lovely weekend.
Est. editors

Do Not Copy

Thank you for sharing your story with the
team at Aliterate. After review, we’ve decided
to pass on it. Due to limited page space, we
receive many strong submission that we’re
unable to publish. We wish you the best in
finding a home for your story.

Kindest regards,
Editor
Aliterate



____, thanks for submitting ____. It made a pretty
strong showing and was high on our list, but when it
came down to the final selection, Kristine and I
decided to pass on it. Best of luck to you placing this
one elsewhere, and thanks again for sending it our
way. (And by the way; consider changing the title; it
gives away the ending.) -nalo

Nalo Hopkinson & Kristine Ong Muslim
Guest Editors
People of Colour Destroy Science Fiction!
A Lightspeed Magazine Special Issue10

Do Not Copy
Dear ____,
Thank you for your query. While your project
does sound interesting, I'm afraid it's not quite
right for me at this time. I genuinely
appreciate your email and wish you luck finding
an agent who can successfully champion your
work.
All best,
Patricia

Patricia Nelson
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency



Dear ____, 

Thank you so much for participating in Forest
Avenue's 2016 open submissions period. We are
seriously honored that you trusted us with your
work, but it's not quite the right fit for us. 

We wish you--and your manuscript--the best of
luck. 

Best, 

The Acquisitions Committee 
Forest Avenue Press

Do Not Copy

Dear ____,

With regret, I won’t be making an offer on ____, which
doesn’t seem right for the Hydra imprint at this time.
While the premise is interesting, I found that I did not
connect with the piece, which makes it difficult for us to
position this successfully.

Many thanks for the opportunity to consider ____. I wish
you great success in finding the perfect publishing home
for it.

Best,

Sarah Peed

Sarah PeedSarah PeedSarah Peed
Acquisitions Editor, Hydra11



Dear ____,

Thank you for your submission. ____ was interesting, but
unfortunately, it was not quite right for us at this
time. We have had to reject many good stories for a
variety of reasons unrelated to their quality. We look
forward to future submissions from you.

Thank you,
Nathaniel Lee
Escape Pod Assistant Editor

Do Not Copy
Dear Mx. ____,

Thanks so much for submitting to Tor.com,
and for your patience while we evaluated
your story. Unfortunately, ____ is not quite
right for us. I wish you the best of luck
placing it elsewhere.

Best,
Tor.com Submissions Staff



Dear ____,

Thank you for giving me a chance to read ____. There were things in
this I really liked -- I thought the relationship between Karner and
Amy was effective -- but overall the story didn't quite win me over.
I'm going to pass on this one for FS&F (sic), but I wish you best of
luck finding the right market for it and hope that you'll keep us in
mind in the future.

Best regards,

Charlie
--
C.C. Finlay, Editor
Fantasy & Science Fiction12

Do Not Copy

Dear ____,

Thank you for submitting ____ to Apex Magazine. We
appreciate the chance to read it. Unfortunately, we
don't feel it is a good fit for us and we're going to
have to pass on it at this time.

Thanks again. Best of luck with this.

Sincerely,

Lesley Conner
Managing Editor



Dear ____,

Thank you for sending us your full manuscript.
Unfortunately we are going to pass on it. At
over 150,000 words it is far too long. With our
current publishing methods, we can't feasibly
produce any book over 100,000 words and be
able to set a reasonable cover price for it.
But we do wish you the best of luck in
finding a home for your work!

All the best,

Gayle

Do Not Copy
Dear ____,

Thank you so much for submitting ____ to FIYAH Magazine. I
read a bit of ____ and loved the premise. Unfortunately, ____
is not a good fit for our magazine because, at 23,000 words,
____ is a novella. For reference, a short story is 1,000 - 7,500
words, a novelette is 7,000 - 17,500 words, and a novella is 17,500
words - 40,000 words. We do not have the ability to publish
novellas at this time. However, we'd be delighted to have a
piece from you that fits into our submission guidelines. Please
feel free to submit other work in the future.

Best of luck with your work.

Editors,
FIYAH Magazine13

http://www.fiyahlitmag.com/
http://www.fiyahlitmag.com/submissions/
http://www.fiyahlitmag.com/submissions/
http://www.fiyahlitmag.com/submissions/


Dear ____,

Thank you for submitting ____ to Uncanny
Magazine for consideration. Unfortunately,
it does not meet our needs at this time.

Sincerely,

Eileen Wu
Submissions Editor, Uncanny Magazine

Do Not Copy

Dear ____, 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to consider ‘____.
Unfortunately, this particular piece is not right for the
magazine. 

We wish you the best of luck with your writing. 

Yours sincerely, 
Granta Magazine 
www.granta.com

http://www.granta.com/


____,
Thank you so much for giving us the opportunity
to consider ____. 
We enjoyed the sample but after careful
consideration have decided not to pursue it.
Please do not take this as a criticism of your
work. We are a small press so will only take on a
few novels each year and as such are being very
selective.
We wish you the best of luck with your novel!
Kind regards,
Tricia Reeks

Do Not Copy
Dear ____,

Thank you so much for replying to my call for submissions.
I think this is a very worthy project and you're a
talented writer but I'm afraid it didn't quite hit the note
I'm looking for. 

Keep doing the work. We need voices like yours out there
and I'm sure you'll find the right advocate for your work
soon. Good luck.

All best,

DongWon Song



Dear ____,

Thank you for your interest in Hyacinth Girl Press.

I received many prose submissions during our 2016 reading
period and am  able to select only one for publication
this year. Unfortunately, your submission did not get
selected. 

I appreciate your patience while I read carefully through
each submission. Thank you for giving Hyacinth Girl Press
the opportunity to read your work and I wish you the
best of luck with your manuscript.

Thank you,

Sarah Reck

Dear ____,

Thank you for the opportunity to read ____. Unfortunately,
your story isn't quite what we're looking for right now.

In the past, we've provided detailed feedback on our
rejections, but I'm afraid that due to time considerations,
we're no longer able to offer that service. I appreciate your
interest in Clarkesworld Magazine and hope that you'll keep
us in mind in the future.

Take care,

Neil Clarke
Publisher/Editor
Clarkesworld Magazine
www.clarkesworldmagazine.com

Do Not Copy

http://www.clarkesworldmagazine.com/


Dear ____,
Thank you very much for the opportunity to consider
____. You’re an extremely talented writer, and you’ve
crafted a unique, intriguing story. Your characters all
have a remarkable level of substance and depth, and I
enjoyed reading their different voices.

Unfortunately, however, I am going to pass. I found that
while the interwoven stories were intriguing, timelines and
plot were confusing. The story lacked enough forward
momentum and clarity to keep me engaged.

I suspect another agent will feel differently, and I wish
you the best of luck in finding a good home for your
work. Thank you again for sending your manuscript.
Sincerely,
Tamar14

Dear Author,

Thank you for your patience as we considered your
novel. Unfortunately, it does not seem right for us.

Due to the volume of manuscripts we receive and the
press of other business it is impossible for us to go into
particulars. Please do not take this rejection as
necessarily a reflection on your work; we can accept fewer
than one percent of the manuscripts submitted to us.

Best of luck in another market.

Sincerely,

Gray Rinehart
Contributing Editor
Baen Books
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I got the idea for Reflections in Rejection before Soaked in Cinnamon. However, the more I submit, the more rejections I
get. In fact, I have yet to have a piece of fiction that wasn’t abstract creative writing accepted by a publisher.

However, last year I sent a couple of submissions by mail because the publishers did not accept email submissions. I
waited a few months to hear back only to be rejected by both. Over the past few months as I’ve gotten up the nerve
to submit more, I thought more about those rejections I got by mail and the ones I was now getting by email.

My neurotic side kicked in. I had to think of how to turn a negative into a positive because no matter how you put it,
a rejection is a negative and each one stings in its own little way. So I thought about a small quirk of mine: I like
handwriting. Yet, rejections via email deprives me of that personal touch of a signature even when the message itself
is typed. But handwriting the rejections myself would allow me to go over the messages and see how my rejections
have evolved in a way that showed I was at least getting better at the craft.

So I went to the Dollar Store, picked up some pretty, colorful paper and went through years of emails to find all the
rejections I’ve gotten since I decided to make this writing thing a profession. They date back to about 2009 and all in
all there aren’t that many. I submitted to online publications, agencies and presses that were open to unsolicited
submissions. However, around 2010, I went through a period in which I did not submit for about three or four years.

Even if I had, I still feel this is a low number of rejections under my belt. As they add up, it still means I have not been
submitting as often as I should, something I’ve been working on these past few months as you can see.

And I feel lots of different ways about these different rejections. As I said, they hurt. Nothing can take that away.
But I found that there were some I liked or at least respected more than others. There are some that to me are
obviously a rejection based on factors other than ‘this is not for me.’ Like really, a now defunct agency said a name
chosen for my lead character was too ‘exotic’ for fans of Mary Higgins Clark, as if I’m not a fan with an ‘exotic’
name. And nothing stops me from looking at that rejection like, but you’re the one with the defunct agency. Then
there’s the one that wanted pain porn from my personal experience as if that’s all I have to offer...

There are others that are standard letters with the usual words like ‘subjective’ and ‘bias’ to explain reasons for
rejection. There are a couple with more personal critiques that still equal this was not to my liking. At this point, I’m
happy that this is the type of rejection I get most often because I hope it means the writing is stronger. However, I
still gets lots of the ‘this isn’t right for our needs’ rather than anything specific that will help me make the work
better or stronger.

Of course, this zine is about my healing and catharsis. I took my name off the works (except the opening and closing
letters) because some queries are under my old name. I handwrote the messages on pretty paper, took pictures with
my tablet and made them a little more pleasing to look at by playing with photo editors. Hopefully with this little
project, I can deal with the many more rejections sure to come a little more easily.
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1At least this one gave references to other agents and sources. That was useful.
2This is one of the only thorough evaluations I got. Helpful but also telling in what is considered narrative and conflict.
3This one ties as the most infuriating response I’ve ever gotten. I seriously had to refrain from replying to her that she should know
because she’s the one with the defunct agency, right? I’m especially offended as someone who read Mary Higgins Clark for years
before she became predictable. This is the problem with people who assume markets. Not only do we overlap, but we also have a lot
more interests than just a specific genre or subgenre. And yes Black people do read more than just other Black people (although I do
primarily read Black women).
4Yeah I’m more than just a little annoyed at the use of that word “eroding.” Like their traditionally published books are so precious.
There’s trash in all kinds of presses, even in academia, and there’s some gold in self-publishing. You are not above anyone no matter
how you got published.
5Sent her a different query almost a year ago and still no word, so yeah I think I can write off this agency.
6This one is a bit confusing to me because it feels as if they’re saying readers can’t follow more than one character at a time. Also, one
character is clearly the protagonist, so why are you so afraid of this as her story?
7And this is the other tie for most infuriating response. Like, bitch, I am NOT your pain porn. And fuck you.
8I’ll just be blunt: they wanted to make it look like they weren’t interested in stories about Black women, and when I responded with a
pitch the way they suggested, they didn’t have a good reason. That may seem like I’m being petty, but that terse reply gave it away.
9Not going to lie, I liked this rejection because I can see the formatting in it. The rejection is sandwiched between compliments and the
reason is somewhat specific. Yeah not mad at this one. It’s professional.
10This one was also appreciated. It stated that I was high on the list, so perhaps might have made the cut with some differences. This
kinda tells me that the writing itself wasn’t bad but just didn’t connect the way other stories did. And yes I did change the title and
worked a bit more on revisions.
11It’s interesting to me how many white women “just don’t connect with” the things I write. I wonder why...
12Also pointing out a specific strong point. Things like this make me feel like I’m on the right track.
13Both of these were rejected as too long, so I don’t know if there was anything else about the pieces they didn’t like. By the way, I
know they wanted to be helpful, but I was a bit irritated at the word count list. I’ve seen different ones and they aren’t consistent, so
sometimes this can depend on the publication. So I decided to shoot my shot. I know better now.
14Second time I’ve been called a talented writer, but in this case, I had a feeling it would be one of those “I didn’t connect with the
piece” situations. She gave other reasons here, but I also feel that may have been part of it, so it makes me wary of submitting to white
women in the future, which is difficult because they appear to have a corner on the entire publishing industry.
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